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AND HOW TO PAY IT

“THE JEW FIRST”
(Romans 1:16)

As Christians we owe a great debt to the Jews, for everything precious to us comes through them.

The Apostle Paul appreciated the debt we owe them when he said, "I say the truth in Christ, I
lie not, my conscience also bearing me witness in the Holy Ghost, that I have great heaviness and
continual sorrow in my heart. For I could wish that myself were accursed from Christ for my brethren,
my kinsmen according to the flesh: who are Israelites; to whom pertaineth the adoption, and the
Glory, and the covenants, and the giving of the law, and the service of God, and the promises; whose
are the fathers, and of whom as concerning the flesh Christ came, Who is the supreme God over all,
blessed for ever. Amen.” (Romans 9:1-5).

The above Scriptures tell us that the Jews were the custodians of the oracles of God, therefore
to them belongs the adoption, and the glory, and the covenants, and the worshipful service of God, and
the promises to the fathers, but above all to them we owe our Lord Himself, for He was born of a
Jewish virgin.

Our Lord told the Samaritan woman that “Salvation is of the Jews” in John 4:22. God used
the Jew as His instrument to give to us the Bible which is the written Word of God and Christ Who is
the Living WORD. How sad, that Jews today possess neither.

The Bible Society called “Hebrew Scriptures” gives us a clue as to how we are to repay the
debt of love that we owe this People.

(1) By giving to the Jewish People the New Testament in their sacred language of Hebrew with
other appropriate languages on the facing page, remembering that “faith cometh by hearing, and
hearing by the Word of God.” (Romans 10:17).

(2) By praying for them. Samuel understood it would be a sin not to pray for them, for he said,
“God forbid that I should sin against the LORD in ceasing to pray for you” (1 Samuel 12:23). Many a
Christian is sinning against the Lord by not praying for the Jews. Paul knew how to pray for them. He
wrote, “Brethren, my heart’s desire and prayer to God for Israel is, that they might be saved.”
(Romans 10:1). Do you ever pray for the Jews? Soul prosperity is promised to the believer who prays
for the salvation of the Jew. (Psalm 122:6).

(3) It is imperative, we must pray for the Jews, for the salvation of the nations depends upon
their salvation. Not only will God use the Jews to the blessing of the nations (Isaiah 2:7 and 66:19),
but what does Paul say? “‘For if the casting away of them be the reconciling of the world, what shall
the receiving of them be, but life from the dead?”” (Romans 11:15).

Again, when teaching the will of God to every saved Gentile whom the LORD Jesus Christ has
shown His mercy, Paul writes, “'As concerning the Gospel, they are enemies for your sakes: but as
touching the election, they (the Jews) are beloved for the fathers’ sakes. For the gifts and calling of
God are without repentance. For as ye in times past have not believed God, yet have now obtained




[image: image2.png]mercy through their unbelief: even so have these also now not believed, so that through your mercy
they also may obtain mercy.” (Romans 11:28-31).

What a glorious message we can give to the Jew by proclaiming Christ their Messiah to them,
and saying to “the cities of Judah, Behold, your God!” (Isaiah 40:9). We are taught to do this with
kindness, as we present the New Testament to Jewish People in Israel and throughout the world in
Hebrew with appropriate languages on the opposite page, as we pray for their salvation.

In closing, the Apostle Paul and all the writers of the Holy Scriptures remind every Christian
that Jesus Christ cannot be separated from the Jews. (Romans 15:8). Our Lord Jesus teaches us, that
when a believer thinks of the Jews, he or she must think of Himself and our personal debt to this
People, as well as their need and spiritual condition without Him. The truth that our Lord rightfully
belongs to Israel is emphasized by Paul in Romans 9:4-5 in the words "“to whom pertaineth . . . the
Glory”. The LORD Jesus Christ is the Glory of His People Israel. (Luke 2:32b).

Our Lord shall be glorified and revealed in all of His power and great glory when Israel is
restored to Himself, then He shall be seen by all nations out from the Jews. We read this truth in
Romans 11:26; Isaiah 25:9, 7 & Isaiah 60:1-3. The Scriptures teach us that Christ shall yet be
wonderfully known and worshipped by Israel when she is saved. (Isaiah 60:19-20, 21-22; Romans
10:1 & 17). God declares that all nations “shall come (to Jerusalem), and see My Glory (CHRIST)”
out from the Jews. (Isaiah 66:18). The key to these wonderful prophetic Scriptures being fulfilled is
our obedience to the LORD’S words “to the Jew first”. The LORD Jesus teaches each believer to pray
for Israel’s salvation and to have a vital part in supporting the faithful sowing of the Word of God
among this People. We do this out of love to His Name. As a result, the LORD’S Word shall be
fulfilled, “and they (the Jews) shall declare My glory among the Gentiles.” (Isaiah 66:19-20).
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